
The history of Human Papillomavirus  
(HPV) vaccination

HPV vaccination:  
Why is there still an unmet need?
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More than 80 million people  
have been vaccinated against  
HPV worldwide since 20065

Cervical cancer rates have been reduced  
by almost 90% in women in their 20s who 
were offered the HPV vaccination at age 12 
and 13 years in England, when compared 

with an unvaccinated population6* 

Over 10 million doses of HPV 
vaccines have been given in  

the UK in over 10 years5

Want to learn more?
Click on the link below to access more resources on HPV including:

What is HPV and its associated risks?

How can you improve HPV vaccination uptake?

What strategies can GP practices implement to increase HPV vaccination rates?

THIS PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL IS INTENDED FOR UK HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS ONLY. 
DO NOT GIVE THE DOCUMENT TO PATIENTS OR THE GENERAL PUBLIC.

Gardasil® 9 is indicated for active immunisation of individuals from the age of 9 years against the following HPV diseases:4,5

• �Premalignant lesions and cancers affecting the cervix, vulva, vagina and anus caused by vaccine HPV types
• Genital warts (Condyloma acuminata) caused by specific HPV types

Please refer to the Summary of Product Characteristics for further information prior to making any prescribing decisions.4,5

Adverse events should be reported. Reporting forms and information can be found at https://yellowcard.mhra.gov.uk/ or search 
MHRA Yellow Card in the Google Play or Apple App Store. Adverse events should also be reported to Merck Sharp & Dohme Limited 

(Tel: 0208 154 8000). By clicking the above link, you will leave the MSD website and be taken to the MHRA website.
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of HPV vaccination  
in the UK?
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The Joint Committee for 
Vaccination and Immunisation 
recommended HPV immunisation 
programme for girls aged 12–13 
years. A ‘catch-up’ campaign to 
immunise girls aged 13–18 years 
against HPV was instigated1 

The aim was to reduce risk of 
cervical cancer caused by HPV 
types 16 and 18, which were 
included in the bivalent vaccines  
at the time1,2 Schedule changed to  

quadrivalent vaccine1

Men who had sex with men  
(GBMSM) aged ≤45 years 
attending sexual health services 
andHIV clinics became eligible  
for HPV vaccination1

Universal HPV programme 
extended to include eligible boys 
aged 12–13 years1

Expected to provide clear health 
benefits for vaccinated boys 
against HPV infection1

Eligible boys (eligibility for boys 
include males born on or after  
1 September 2006) and girls  
aged between 14 and 25 years 
who missed their HPV vaccination 
in schools can receive the HPV 
vaccine in primary care, either 
opportunistically or when it  
is requested3

HPV vaccine changed from 
Gardasil® (HPV types 6, 11, 
16 and 18) to the nine-valent 
vaccine Gardasil® 9 (HPV types 
6, 11, 16, 18, 31, 33, 45, 52 
and 58)1,4,5

In 2023, the rate of first episode 
genital warts diagnoses were 
reduced by 49.7% and 68.4% 
among girls and heterosexual boys 
aged 15-17 years, respectively, 
compared to 20198.

HPV vaccine uptake in the UK  
declined since the start of the  
SARS-CoV-2 pandemic in early 
 2020 due to school closures10

HPV vaccine first dose uptake rates in Year 8 pupils aged 12–13 years:10

In the UK during 2024, over  
25% of girls and over 30%  

of boys aged 13–14 years have  
not received their HPV vaccine10

the national uptake of HPV vaccination in 
England for girls aged 12–13 years was 
consistently over 85%, with over 40% of 
Primary Care Trusts in England achieving 

at least 90%9

Clicking the link above will take you to a promotional MSD webpage

*�An observational study in England estimated the relative risk of cervical cancer in vaccinated cohorts compared with earlier cohorts who 
were not eligible for HPV vaccination. Data from a population-based cancer registry were extracted on Jan 26, 2021, and were assessed for 
diagnoses of cervical cancer and CIN3 from Jan 1, 2006 to June 30, 2019 in women aged 20-64 years. 13.7 million-years of follow up data 
were used. The study estimated that cervical cancer rates have been reduced by 87% in women aged 20 years to younger than 30 years 
who were offered HPV vaccination between 12 and 13 years of age, compared with an unvaccinated population.6
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Vaccination can protect 
against certain HPV related 
cancers and diseases

2020–2021 
76.6% of girls 

71.0% of boys10

2021–2022 
69.6% of girls 

62.4% of boys10

2022–2023 
71.3% of girls 

65.2% of boys10

2023–2024 
72.9% of girls 

67.7% of boys10
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Prescribing Information for Gardasi|® 9 (Human Papillomavirus 9-valent Vaccine (Recombinant, adsorbed)): United Kingdom
By clicking the link above, you will leave this page and be taken to the EMC PI portal website.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-papillomavirus-hpv-the-green-book-chapter-18a
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-papillomavirus-hpv-the-green-book-chapter-18a
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/medicines/human/EPAR/cervarix
https://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/B0434_Update-on-vaccination-and-immunisation-changes-for-202122-v4.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/B0434_Update-on-vaccination-and-immunisation-changes-for-202122-v4.pdf
https://www.emcpi.com/pi/32240
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hpv-vaccine-vaccination-guide-leaflet/information-on-hpv-vaccination#:~:text=More%20than%20280%20million%20doses,10%20million%20in%20the%20UK
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hpv-vaccine-vaccination-guide-leaflet/information-on-hpv-vaccination#:~:text=More%20than%20280%20million%20doses,10%20million%20in%20the%20UK
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/858872/hpr0220_HPV_2018.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/858872/hpr0220_HPV_2018.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/sexually-transmitted-infections-stis-annual-data-tables/sexually-transmitted-infections-and-screening-for-chlamydia-in-england-2023-report
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/sexually-transmitted-infections-stis-annual-data-tables/sexually-transmitted-infections-and-screening-for-chlamydia-in-england-2023-report
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/sexually-transmitted-infections-stis-annual-data-tables/sexually-transmitted-infections-and-screening-for-chlamydia-in-england-2023-report
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-papillomavirus-hpv-immunisation-programme-review-2008-to-2014
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-papillomavirus-hpv-immunisation-programme-review-2008-to-2014
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/human-papillomavirus-hpv-vaccine-coverage-estimates-in-england-2023-to-2024/human-papillomavirus-hpv-vaccination-coverage-in-adolescents-in-england-2023-to-2024
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/human-papillomavirus-hpv-vaccine-coverage-estimates-in-england-2023-to-2024/human-papillomavirus-hpv-vaccination-coverage-in-adolescents-in-england-2023-to-2024
https://www.msdconnect.co.uk/training-and-resources/gardasil-9/
https://yellowcard.mhra.gov.uk/
https://www.emcpi.com/pi/32240
https://www.msdconnect.co.uk/training-and-resources/gardasil-9/

	Button 1: 


